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THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JOINT COMMITTEE 
ON CHEMOTAXONOMY 

University of Texas, Austin, Texas 

AT A MPBTING in Edinburgh, 6 August, 1964, representatives of the International AssotS& 

for Plant Taxonomy and the International Organixation of Riosystematists nominated a 
Committee to complement that formed under the auspices of IUPAC at Leiden in November 
1%3, to give a Joint Committee on Chemotaxonomy. The Joint Committee consists of 25 
chemists and botani& (see below); Dr. Leo Marion is chairman, Dr. Ashell L&W is Vita . 
Chanman, and the two mcreMes are Dr. T. Swain and Dr. R. E. Al&on. The Joint Com- 
mittee has been recognized 05cially by the I.A.P.T., and is expected to receive similar 
recognition by the Organic (&mistq Section of the International Union of Pure and Applied 
Chem&ywhenitmeetsinParisin1965. 

The primary objectives of the Joint Committee are to encourage and assist the co-oper- 
ation and collaboration of biologists and chemists through the medium of comparative 
chemistry and biochemistry. The Joint Committee is not intended to be restktive or ex- 
chudve in its interests. Comparative enxymology and macromolecular structme have 
inherent evolutionary implications, and the biologists, in particular, must be sensitive to 
advances in these fields, as well as to the accelemted progress of natural product chemistry. 

Someofthe~ofbotanis~and~~whichitishopedcanbemetarcthefollowing: 
information on the sources of specific authenticated plant material, genetic stocks, standard 
compounds, collect@ trips, institutions and individuals willing to collaborate, techniques, 
specik problems, locations of centers of interest in partMar plant groups or chemical famil- 
ies, meetings and publications, personnel, and negative data. 

In order to help in this the Committee have undertaken to publish a mimeographed 
circuk(lhe chemdaxonomy Newsletter) four times a year, which may be obtained without 
cost upon request by contact@ either secretary. It is hoped that this NewsletW will evolve 
into a significant by-product of the Joint Committee, and indeed its success will in great 
measure reflect the need and utility of the Joint Committee itself. All contributions to the 
Newsletterwillthemforebemostwelcome, whethertheyaresuggestionsormaterialforactual 
inclmion. The Newsletter will contain special features, from time to time, possibly invited 
opinion, and miscellaneous contributions. Some of the forthcoming numbers will contain 
descriptions of laboratories where there already exists collaboration between chemists, 
both&s and pharmacologists, in the hope that these examples will serve as models for 
encouraging more team or group programs which are broadly integrative in nature. 

Amajorshareofthecreditorresponsibilityforthecreationofthe~tJointCommittee 
should go to Dr. E. C. Rate-Smith, Professor H. E&man, Professor R. Hegnauer and Dr. T. 
Swainwhocompti~theoriginalsteeringcommitteewhichorganiaedameetingonchemical 
plant taxonomy in 1962. This meeting, sponsored by NATO, was Md 4-6 October, 1962, in 
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Paris. Subsequently, meetings in Leiden (November, 1963), Kyoto (April, 1964), and Edin- 
burgh (August, 1964) were all derivatives of the Paris meeting. In addition to these organiz- 
ational meetings, there have been a number of international symposia on the general topic of 
comparative chehtry and evolution and others are planned. At least four books on the 
same general subject have now been published. 

The composition of the Joint Committee on Chemotaxonomy is as follows: Dr. L. 
Marion, IVationaI Research Council, Ottawa 2, Cam&a (Char&an); Dr. A. L&e, Dept. of 
Botany, University of Colaraab, Boulder, Cal., U.S.A. (Vice-chairman); Dr. R. E. Alston, 
Dept. of Botmy, University of Texas, Austin, TM, U.S.A. (Joint Secrehq); Dr. E. C. Bate- 
Smith, Low Temperature Research Station, Cambrz@e, England; Dr. T. W. Bohr, Dept. of 
Botany, iMenhavns Universitet, Co-en, Denmark; Dr. H. Erdtman, Dept. of Organic 
Chemistry, Kimgl. Tekniska Hogskolan, Stockholm, 70, Sweden; Dr. H. Flu& Pharm- 
azeutiwhe Imtitut, Eidg. T&he Hochschule, Ziirich, Switzerkand; Dr. W. Gajewski, Dept. 
of Biology, University of Wmsaw, Wmsaw, Poland; Dr. R D. Gibbs, Dept. of Botmy, McGill 
University, Montreal, Cana&; Dr. W. F. Grant, Dept. of Genetics, University of Montreal, 
i%fon&al I, P.Q., Canada; Dr. V. Heywood, Dept. of Botany, University of bverpool, 
Liverpool, &@znd; Dr. T. Kariyone, Narior& Iiititute qfH_ic Sciences, Tamagawa- Yoga, 
Setagay&u, Tokyo, Japan; Dr. S. Kitamum, Dept. of Botany, Kyoto University, Kjwto, 
Japan; Dr. A. Kjaer, Ro~QI Veterinary and Agricultural College, 15, Bolowvqj, Co-eta V, 
Denmark: Dr. F. H. Lewis, Dept. of Botany, U.C.LA., Los Angeles 24, Cal&, U.S.A.; Dr. H. 
Merxmtikr, Dept. of Botany, Universitiit A&when, Munich, Fed&al Replrbrc of Germany; 
Dr. G. Ourisson, Iitut de Claemza, Utiversiity of Strasbourg, Strasbourg, I+ance; Dr. J. R. 
Price, Division of Orgmic Chemistry, Chemical Research Laboratories, P.O. Box 4331, Mel- 
burne, Victoria, Australia: Dr. R. C. Rollins, Dept. of Botany, Harvard University, Gzmbr&&e 
38, hsn. U.S.A.; Dr. 0. T. Sohrig, Grey Herbarium, Harvard University, Camb~ 38, 
Mass., U.S.A.: Dr. T. Swain, Low Temperature Research Station, Gmbridge, bhghmd(Joint 
secretary); Dr. B. L. Turner, Dept. of Botany, University of Texm, Awin, Texas, U.S.A.; 
Dp. W. H. Wa~na, Dept. of Botany, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mch., U.S.A.; and 
Dt. D. H. Vahtine, Dept. of Botany, University of Durham, ~urharn, ~ngkmd. 


